
Section 258.501 Myakka River; wild and scenic segment.

(1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the "Myakka River Wild and Scenic
Designation and Preservation Act."

(2) LEGISLATIVE DECLARATION.--The Legislature finds and declares that a certain
segment of the Myakka River in Manatee, Sarasota, and Charlotte Counties possesses
outstandingly remarkable ecological, fish and wildlife, and recreational values which are unique in
the State of Florida.  These values give significance to the river as one which should be
permanently preserved and enhanced for the citizens of the State of Florida, both present and
future.  The permanent management and administration of the river involves a complex interaction
of state, regional, and local interests which require balancing and coordination of purpose.  It is
the intention of the Legislature to provide for the permanent preservation of the designated
segment of the Myakka River by way of development of a plan for permanent administration by
agencies of state and local government which will ensure the protection necessary but retain that
degree of flexibility, responsiveness, and expertise which will accommodate all of the diverse
interests involved in a manner best calculated to be in the public interest.

(3) DEFINITIONS.-- As used in this section, the term:
(a) "Activity" means the doing of any act or the failing to do any act, whether by a natural

person or a corporation.

(b) "Agreement" means the interagency operating agreement between the department, the
Department of Community Affairs, and Sarasota County or the City of North Port.

(c) "Coordinating council" means the council created by subsection (7).

(d) "Department" means the Department of Environmental Protection.

(e) "Division" means the Division of Recreation and Parks of the Department of
Environmental Protection.

(f) "Major infrastructure facility" means a manmade structure which serves the common
needs of the population, such as a central sewage disposal system, potable water system,
potable water well serving a system, solid waste disposal site or retention area, stormwater
system, utility, causeway, marina, bridge, or roadway.

(g) "Person" means an individual, corporation, governmental agency or institution thereof,
business trust, estate, trust, partnership, association, two or more persons having a joint or
common interest, or other legal entity.

(h) "Resource value" means any one or more of the specific economic, scenic, recreational,
geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or ecological features associated with the river area
as determined by the coordinating council.



(i) "River area" means that corridor of land beneath and surrounding the Myakka River from
river mile 7.5 to river mile 41.5, together with a corridor including the maximum upland extent
of wetlands vegetation as determined by the former Department of Environmental Regulation
pursuant to chapter 403 and chapters 17-3 and 17-312, Florida Administrative Code.

(j) "Wild and scenic protection zone" means an area which extends 220 feet landward from
the river area.

(4) DESIGNATION OF WILD AND SCENIC RIVER.—
(a) The corridor of land surrounding and beneath the Myakka River between river mile 7.5 and

river mile 41.5 is hereby designated as a Florida wild and scenic river for the purposes of this
section and is subject to all of the provisions of this section.  Such designated portion is more
particularly described as that portion of the Myakka River located between State Road 780 in
Sarasota County and the Sarasota-Charlotte County line.

(b)  The governments of Sarasota County and the City of North Port shall manage the Myakka
River wild and scenic protection zone under their existing authorities for comprehensive planning,
the regulation of land development activities, and other necessary or appropriate ordinances and
in conformance with this section, the management plan required under subsection (5), and the
agreements adopted by the department and the Department of Community Affairs with the city
and county pursuant to this section.

(5) DEVELOPMENT OF MANAGEMENT PLAN.—
(a) The department and the coordinating council shall jointly develop a proposed management

plan for the designated segment of the Myakka River, subject to and consistent with the
provisions of this section.

(b) The development of the proposed management plan shall be by public hearing and shall
include participation by all appropriate state agencies and by all appropriate or interested local
governments and private organizations.

(c) The proposed management plan shall include provision for:
1. Permanent protection and enhancement of the ecological, fish and wildlife, and recreational

values within the river area, primary emphasis being given to protecting agricultural, aesthetic,
scenic, historic, archaeologic, and scientific features.

2. Continuation of land uses and developments on private lands within the river area which are
in existence on January 1, 1986.

3. Periodic studies to determine the quantity and mixture of recreation and other public uses
which can be permitted without adverse impact on the resource values of the river area.

4. Regulation, control, and distribution of public access where necessary to protect and
enhance the resource values of the river area.

5. Consideration of need for basic facilities to absorb user impact on the river area, including
necessary toilet or refuse containers, but, if found to be necessary, located in order to minimize
their intrusive impact.



6. Restriction of motorized travel by land vehicle or boat where necessary to protect the
resource values in the river area.

7. Agricultural and forestry practices similar in nature to those in the river area on January 1,
1986.

8. Resource management practices for the protection, conservation, rehabilitation, or
enhancement of river area resource values.

9. Monitoring of existing water quality.
10. Continuance of existing drainage and water management practices, unless such existing

practices will adversely affect, degrade, or diminish existing water quality or existing resource
values in the river area, and allowance of new water resource management practices which will
not have an adverse impact on resource values in the river area.

11. Review and regulation of all activities conducted or proposed to be conducted within the
river area which will or may have an adverse impact on any of the resource values in the river
area as provided in this section.

12. Review and regulation, by Sarasota County and the City of North Port under their
respective authorities, of activities within the wild and scenic protection zone; and subsequent
prohibition, or approval with or without conditions, of such activities in order to minimize
potential adverse physical and visual impacts on resource values in the river area and to
minimize adverse impacts on private landowners' use of land for residential purposes.

(d) To the extent not inconsistent with this section, the proposed management plan may also
include any other provisions deemed by the department to be necessary or advisable for the
permanent protection of the river as a component of the Florida Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

(6) AMENDMENT OF REGULATIONS AND COMPREHENSIVE PLANS.—
(a) Sarasota County and the City of North Port shall amend their comprehensive plans so that

the parts of such plans that affect the wild and scenic protection zone conform to, or are more
stringent than, this section, the river management plan, and management guidelines and
performance standards to be developed and contained within agreements to be adopted by the
department, the Department of Community Affairs, and the city and county.  The guidelines and
performance standards must be used by the department and the Department of Community Affairs
to review and monitor the regulation of activities by the city and county in the wild and scenic
protection zone.  Amendments to those comprehensive plans must include specific policies and
guidelines for minimizing adverse impacts on resources in the river area and for managing the wild
and scenic protection zone in conformance with this section, the river management plan, and the
agreement.  Such comprehensive plans must be amended within I year after the adoption date of
the agreement, and thereafter, within 6 months following an amendment to this section, the river
management plan, or the agreement, as may be necessary.  For the purposes established in this
subsection, such amendments need not conform to statutory or local ordinance limitations on the
frequency of consideration of amendments to local comprehensive plans.

(b) Sarasota County and the City of North Port shall adopt or amend, within I year after the
department and the Department of Community Affairs adopt with the city and with the county
agreements for regulating activities in the wild and scenic protection zone, any necessary



ordinances and land development regulations so that those ordinances and regulations conform to
the purposes of this section, the river management plan, and the agreement.  Thereafter, following
any amendment to this section, the river management plan, or the agreement, the city and county
must amend or adopt, within I year, appropriate ordinances and land development regulations to
maintain such local ordinances and regulations in conformance with this section, the river
management plan, and the agreement.  Those ordinances and regulations must provide that
activities must be prohibited, or must undergo review and either be denied or permitted with or
without conditions, so as to minimize potential adverse physical and visual impacts on resource
values in the river area and to minimize adverse impacts on private landowners' use of land for
residential purposes.  The resource values of concern are those identified in this section and by the
coordinating council in the river management plan.  Activities which may be prohibited, subject to
the agreement, include, but are not limited to, landfills, clear cuttings, major new infrastructure
facilities, major activities that would alter historic water or flood flows, multifamily residential
construction, commercial and industrial development, and mining and major excavations.
However, appurtenant structures for these activities may be permitted if such structures do not
have adverse visual or measurable adverse environmental impacts to resource values in the river
area.

(c) If the Department of Community Affairs determines that the local comprehensive plan or
land development regulations, as amended or supplemented by the local government, are not in
conformance with the purposes of this section, the river management plan, and the agreement, the
Department of Community Affairs shall issue a notice of intent to find the plan not in compliance
and such plan shall be subject to the administrative proceedings in accordance with s. 163.3184.

(7) MANAGEMENT COORDINATING COUNCIL.—
(a) Upon designation, the department shall create a permanent council to provide interagency

and intergovernmental coordination in the management of the river.  The coordinating council
shall be composed of one representative appointed from each of the following: the department,
the Department of Transportation, the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, the Department
of Community Affairs, the Division of Forestry of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services, the Division of Historical Resources of the Department of State, the Tampa Bay
Regional Planning Council, the Southwest Florida Water Management District, the Southwest
Florida Regional Planning Council, Manatee County, Sarasota County, Charlotte County, the City
of Sarasota, the City of North Port, agricultural interests, environmental organizations, and any
others deemed advisable by the department.

(b) The coordinating council shall review and make recommendations on all proposals for
amendments or modifications to this section and to the permanent management plan, as well as on
other matters which may be brought before the council by the department, any local government,
or any member of the council, and shall render its nonbinding advisory opinion to the Southwest
Florida Water Management District, the department, and affected local governments.

(c) The council may adopt bylaws to provide for election of such officers as it deems necessary,
removal of officers for just cause, meetings, quorum, procedures, and other such matters as its



members may deem advisable in the conduct of its business.  Such bylaws shall be approved by
the department.

(d) Such professional staff as the coordinating council may require shall be provided by the
department.

(8) PRESERVATION OF EXISTING GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY.—
(a) Nothing contained in this section shall operate to divest any agency, water management

district, municipality, county, or special district of any authority or jurisdiction in existence on
January 1, 1986.

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), Sarasota County and the City of North Port must, in
exercising their authority and jurisdiction over any part of the wild and scenic protection zone, act
in conformance with this section, the management plan, and the agreements entered into pursuant
to this section.

(9) RULEMAKING AUTHORITY.—
(a) The department is authorized to adopt rules to regulate activities within the river area which

have adverse impact on resource values as adopted by the coordinating council within the river
area.

(b) The department shall coordinate all activities related to rule adoption and enforcement with
the regulatory and management programs of other agencies in order to avoid to the maximum
extent possible any conflicts or duplication arising therefrom.

(c) The department and the Department of Community Affairs must enter into agreements with
the City of North Port and Sarasota County that provide for guiding and monitoring the
regulation of activities by the city and county, in accordance with subsection (6).  Such
agreements shall include guidelines and performance standards for regulating proposed activities
so as to minimize adverse environmental and visual impacts of such activities on the resource
values in the river area, and to minimize adverse impacts to landowners' use of land for residential
purposes.

(10) PERMITTING AUTHORITY.—
(a) No person or entity shall conduct any activity within the river area which will or may have

an adverse impact on any resource value in the river area without first having received a permit
from the department.

(b) A permit may be granted only after a finding by the department that the activity for which a
permit has been requested will not have an adverse impact on resource values in the river area.



(c) The department may adopt an application fee schedule providing for payment of reasonable
fees to defray the cost of processing applications.

(11) NOTIFICATION BY REGULATORY AGENCIES.-- All state, regional, and local
regulatory agencies shall provide to the department notification of applications received by the
agency for approval to conduct activities in the river area and protection zone.

(12) LEGAL STATUS OF COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS.-- It is the intent of
this section that the city and county amend their comprehensive plans, land development
regulations, and other appropriate ordinances and regulations to be in conformance with this
section, the river management plan, and guidelines and performance standards to be developed
and adopted by agreement pursuant to this section.  Such amendments shall have legal status as
provided under s. 163.3194 and must be implemented through appropriate local regulations in
accordance with s. 163.3201.

(13) STANDING TO ENFORCE AMENDED COMPREHENSIVE PLANS.-- It is the intent
of this section that any aggrieved or adversely affected person may maintain an action for
injunction or other relief against the city or county to prevent any such local government from
taking action in regulating activities not consistent with the comprehensive plan, land development
regulations, and other appropriate ordinances and regulations, as amended, pursuant to this
section and s. 163.3215.

(14) PERMITTED ACTIVITIES.--
(a) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit or regulate any activity taking place

outside the river area and the wild and scenic protection zone for which necessary permits and
licenses are obtained as required by other provisions of federal, state, or local law.

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit or limit public utilities from improving,
maintaining, modifying, or expanding existing facilities or constructing new facilities in the river
area or the wild and scenic protection zone, provided the necessary federal, state, and local
permits and licenses are obtained.

(15) PROHIBITED ACTIVITY.-- Airboats are prohibited from operating in the river area north
of U.S. Highway 41 (State Road 45), except for uses officially allowed by government agencies.

(16) ENFORCEMENT.-- Officers of the department shall have full authority to enforce any rule
adopted by the department under this section with the same police powers given them by law to
enforce the rules of state parks and the rules pertaining to saltwater areas under the jurisdiction of
the Florida Marine Patrol.



(17) PENALTIES.-- Violation of this section or of any rule adopted under this section
constitutes a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775.083. Continuing violation after notice constitutes a separate violation for each day so
continued.

History.--ss. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, ch. 85-363; s. 30, ch. 86-163; s. 1, ch. 90-
173; s. 101, ch. 94-356.

                                                                                                                                                             

Section 369.301-369.313 Wekiva River Protection Act.

Section 369.301 Short title.--This part may be cited as the "Wekiva River Protection Act."

History.--s. 1, ch. 88-121; s. 26, ch. 88-393.

Section 369.303 Definitions.--As used in this part:
(1)  "Council" means the East Central Florida Regional Planning Council.
(2) "Counties" means Orange, Seminole, and Lake Counties.
(3) "Department" means the Department of Community Affairs.
(4) "Development of regional impact" means a development which is subject to the review

procedures established by s. 380.06 or s. 380.065, and s. 380.07.
(5) "Land development regulation" means a regulation covered by the definition in s. 163-

3164(23) and any of the types of regulations described in s. 163.3202.
(6) "Local comprehensive plan" means a comprehensive plan adopted pursuant to ss. 163.3164-

163.3215.
(7) "Revised comprehensive plan" means a comprehensive plan prepared pursuant to ss.

163.3164-163.3215 which has been revised pursuant to chapters 85-55, 86-191, and 87-
338, Laws of Florida, and subsequent laws amending said sections.

(8) "Wekiva River development permit" means any zoning permit, subdivision approval,
rezoning, special exception, variance, site plan approval, or other official action of local
government having the effect of permitting the development of land in the Wekiva River
Protection Area.  "Wekiva River development permit" shall not include a building permit,
certificate of occupancy, or other permit relating to the compliance of a development with
applicable electrical, plumbing, or other building codes.

(9) "Wekiva River Protection Area" means the lands within: Township 18 south range 28 east;
Township 18 south range 29 east; Township 19 south range 28 east, less those lands lying
west of a line formed by County Road 437, State Road 46, and County Road 435;
Township 19 south range 29 east; Township 20 south range 28 east, less all lands lying



west of County Road 435; and Township 20 south range 29 east, less all those lands east of
Markham Woods Road.

(10) "Wekiva River System" means the Wekiva River, the Little Wekiva River, Black Water
Creek, Rock Springs Run, Sulphur Run, and Seminole Creek.

History.--s. 1, ch. 88-121; s. 26, ch. 88-393; s. 46, ch. 91-221; s. 4, ch. 93-206.

Section 369.305 Review of local comprehensive plans, land development regulations,
Wekiva River development permits, and amendments.--

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature that comprehensive plans and land development regulations
of Orange, Lake, and Seminole Counties be revised to protect the Wekiva River Protection Area
prior to the due dates established in ss. 163.3167(2) and 163.3202 and chapter 9J-12, Florida
Administrative Code.  It is also the intent of the Legislature that the counties emphasize this
important state resource in their planning and regulation efforts.  Therefore, each county shall, by
April 1, 1989, review and amend those portions of its local comprehensive plan and its land
development regulations applicable to the Wekiva River Protection Area, and, if necessary, adopt
additional I-and development regulations which are applicable to the Wekiva River Protection
Area to meet the following criteria:

(a) Each county's local comprehensive plan shall contain goals, policies, and objectives which
result in the protection of the:

1. Water quantity, water quality, and hydrology of the Wekiva River System;
2. Wetlands associated with the Wekiva River System;
3. Aquatic and wetland-dependent wildlife species associated with the Wekiva River

System;
4. Habitat within the Wekiva River Protection Area of species designated pursuant to rules

39-27.003, 39-27.004, and 39-27.005, Florida Administrative Code; and
5. Native vegetation within the Wekiva River Protection Area.

 (b) The various land uses and densities and intensities of development permitted by the local
comprehensive plan shall protect the resources enumerated in paragraph (a) and the rural
character of the Wekiva River Protection Area.  The plan shall also include:

1. Provisions to ensure the preservation of sufficient habitat for feeding, nesting, roosting,
and resting so as to maintain viable populations of species designated pursuant to rules
39-27.003, 39-27.004, and 39-27.005, Florida Administrative Code, within the Wekiva
River Protection Area.

2. Restrictions on the clearing of native vegetation within the 100-year flood plain.
3. Prohibition of development that is not low-density residential in nature, unless that

development has less impacts on natural resources than low-density residential
development.

4. Provisions for setbacks along the Wekiva River for areas that do not fall within the
protection zones established pursuant to s. 373.415.

5. Restrictions on intensity of development adjacent to publicly owned lands to prevent
adverse impacts to such lands.

6. Restrictions on filling and alteration of wetlands in the Wekiva River Protection Area.



7. Provisions encouraging clustering of residential development when it promotes
protection of environmentally sensitive areas, and ensuring that residential development
in the aggregate shall be of a rural density and character.

(c) The local comprehensive plan shall require that the density or intensity of development
permitted on parcels of property adjacent to the Wekiva River System be concentrated on those
portions of the parcels which are the farthest from the surface waters and wetlands of the
Wekiva River System.

(d) The local comprehensive plan shall require that parcels of land adjacent to the surface
waters and watercourses of the Wekiva River System not be subdivided so as to interfere with
the implementation of protection zones as established pursuant to s. 373.415, any applicable
setbacks from the surface waters in the Wekiva River System which are established by local
governments, or the policy established in paragraph (c) of concentrating development in the
Wekiva River Protection Area as far from the surface waters and wetlands of the Wekiva River
System as practicable.

(e) The local land development regulations shall implement the provisions of paragraphs (a),
(b), (c), and (d) and shall also include restrictions on the location of septic tanks and drainfields
in the 1 00-year flood plain and discharges of stormwater to the Wekiva River System.

(2) Each county shall, within 1 0 days of adopting any necessary amendments to its local
comprehensive plan and land development regulations or new land development regulations
pursuant to subsection (1), submit them to the department, which shall, within 90 days, review the
amendments and any new land development regulations and make a determination.

(3) If the department determines that the local comprehensive plan and land development
regulations as amended or supplemented comply with the provisions of subsection (1), the
department shall petition the Governor and Cabinet to confirm its determination.  If the
department determines that the amendments and any new land development regulations that a
county has adopted do not meet the criteria established in subsection (1), or the department
receives no amendments or new land development regulations and determines that the county's
existing local comprehensive plan and land development regulations do not comply with the
provisions of subsection (1), the department shall petition the Governor and Cabinet to order the
county to adopt such amendments to its local comprehensive plan or land development
regulations or such new land development regulations as it deems necessary to meet the criteria in
subsection (1).  A determination or petition made by the department pursuant to this subsection
shall not be final agency action.

(4) The Governor and Cabinet, sitting as the Land and Water Adjudicatory Commission, shall
render an order on the petition.  Any local government comprehensive plan amendments directly
related to the requirements of this subsection and subsections (1), (2), and (3) may be initiated by
a local planning agency and considered by the local governing body without regard to statutory or
local ordinance limitations on the frequency of consideration of amendments to local
comprehensive plans.

(5) During the period of time between the effective date of this act and the due date of a
county's revised local government comprehensive plan as established by s. 163.3167(2) and



chapter 9J- 1 2, Florida Administrative Code, any local comprehensive plan amendment or
amendment to a land development regulation, adopted or issued by a county, which applies to the
Wekiva River Protection Area, or any Wekiva River development permit adopted by a county,
solely within protection zones established pursuant to s. 3 73.41 5, shall be sent to the department
within 10 days after its adoption or issuance by the local governing body but shall not become
effective until certified by the department as being in compliance with purposes described in
subsection (1).  The department shall make its decision on certification within 60 days after
receipt of the amendment or development permit solely within protection zones established
pursuant to s. 373.415. The department's decision on certification shall be final agency action.
This subsection shall not apply to any amendments or new land development regulations adopted
pursuant to subsections (1) through (4) or to any development order approving, approving with
conditions, or denying a development of regional impact.

(6) In its review of revised comprehensive plans after the due dates described in subsection (5),
and in its review of comprehensive plan amendments after those due dates, the department shall
review the local comprehensive plans, and any amendments, which are applicable to portions of
the Wekiva River Protection Area for compliance with the provisions of subsection (1) in addition
to its review of local comprehensive plans and amendments for compliance as defined in s.
163.3184; and all the procedures and penalties described in s. 163.3184 shall be applicable to this
review.

(7) The department may adopt reasonable rules and orders to implement the provisions of this
section.

History.--s. 1, ch. 88-121; s. 26, ch. 88-393; s. 14, ch. 95-146.

Section 369.307 Developments of regional impact in the Wekiva River Protection Area;
land acquisition.--

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 380.06(15), the counties shall consider and issue the
development permits applicable to a proposed development of regional impact which is located
partially or wholly within the Wekiva River Protection Area at the same time as the development
order approving, approving with conditions, or denying a development of regional impact.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 380.0651 or any other provisions of chapter 380, the
numerical standards and guidelines provided in chapter 28-24, Florida Administrative Code, shall
be reduced by 50 percent as applied to proposed developments entirely or partially located within
the Wekiva River Protection Area.

(3) The Wekiva River Protection Area is hereby declared to be a natural resource of state and
regional importance.  The East Central Florida Regional Planning Council shall adopt policies as
part of its strategic regional policy plan and regional issues list which will protect the water
quantity, water quality, hydrology, wetlands, aquatic and wetland-dependent wildlife species,
habitat of species designated pursuant to rules 39-27.003, 39-27.004, and 39-27.005, Florida



Administrative Code, and native vegetation in the Wekiva River Protection Area.  The council
shall also cooperate with the department in the department's implementation of the provisions of
s. 369.305.

(4) The provisions of s. 369.305 of this act shall be inapplicable to developments of regional
impact in the Wekiva River Protection Area if an application for development approval was filed
prior to June 1, 1988, and in the event that a development order is issued pursuant to such
application on or before April 1, 1989.

(5) The Department of Environmental Protection is directed to proceed to negotiate for
acquisition of conservation and recreation lands projects within the Wekiva River Protection Area
provided that such projects have been deemed qualified under statutory and rule criteria for
purchase and have been placed on the priority list for acquisition by the advisory council created
in s. 259.035.

History.--s. 1, ch. 88-121; s. 26, ch. 88-393; s. 14, ch. 89-116; s. 191, ch. 94-356; s. 10, ch. 95-149.

Section 369.309 Airboats prohibited; exceptions; penalties.--

(1) The operation of an airboat on the Wekiva River System shall be prohibited.  For the
purposes of this section, an airboat is any boat, sled, skiff, or swamp vessel that is pushed, pulled,
or propelled by air power generated by a nondetachable motor of more than 10 horsepower.

(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply in the case of an emergency or to any employee
of a municipal, county, state, or federal agency or their agents on official government business.

(3) Persons convicted for violation of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

History.--s. 1, ch. 90-81.

Section 369.311 Policy.--The Legislature reaffirms the policy of the state as set forth in this part,
with regard to the protection of the Wekiva River System, including, but not limited to, its
tributaries.  The Little Wekiva River, as a major tributary of the Wekiva River, plays an important
role with regard to the protection and water quality of the Wekiva River.  Accordingly, it is
appropriate to take timely and prudent actions to protect, preserve, and restore the water quality
and environmental integrity of the Little Wekiva River.

History.--ss. 1, 4, ch. 95-315.
Note.--Repealed effective July 1, 1999, by s. 4, ch. 95-315, unless reenacted by the Legislature prior to that date.

Section 369.313 Pilot project design and implementation; restoration and protection
activities;  intergovernmental coordination.--



(1) The St. Johns River Water Management District is authorized to make expenditures from
matching funds provided by Orange and Seminole Counties, for the purposes of designing and
implementing pilot projects to restore, protect, and preserve the ecological integrity of the Little
Wekiva River in Seminole and Orange Counties, including:

(a) Pilot projects for erosion control in areas where erosion is causing or is likely to lead to,
adverse environmental impacts; and

(b) Pilot projects for restoration of areas where sedimentation is causing, or is likely to lead
to, adverse environmental impacts, including, but not limited to, loss of formerly existing
channels or flooding.

(2) The St. Johns River Water Management District, in carrying out its duties and
responsibilities under this act, is authorized to request assistance from any department, office,
division, agency, or political subdivision or municipality of the state to supply it with technical
assistance, available data, reports, or other information that it deems necessary.  Each department,
office, division, agency, municipality, and political subdivision is encouraged, to the extent feasible
and consistent with law, to cooperate with the district and furnish it with the available
information, personnel, and assistance to accomplish the purposes of this act.  To the maximum
extent feasible, the participation of all organizations, agencies, and jurisdictions that are involved
with or affected by the water quality and environmental protection of the Wekiva River is
required.

(3) The St. Johns River Water Management District shall, on or before 24 months from July 1,
1995, report directly to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the
Senate with regard to the actions taken pursuant to this act and the effectiveness of those actions
in protecting, preserving, and restoring the Little Wekiva River.  Copies of the report shall be
provided to the Department of Environmental Protection, the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission, and the St. Johns River Water Management District.  The district shall make
recommendations and proposals in the report regarding further actions recommended to
accomplish the purposes of this act.

History.--ss. 2, 4, ch. 95-315.
Note.--Repealed effective July 1, 1999, by s. 4, ch. 95-315, unless reenacted by the Legislature prior to that date.

Section 373.415 Protection zones; duties of the St. Johns River Water Management
District.--

(1) Not later than November 1, 1988, the St. Johns River Water Management District shall
adopt rules establishing protection zones adjacent to the watercourses in the Wekiva River
System, as designated in s. 369.303 (10).  Such protection zones shall be sufficiently wide to
prevent harm to the Wekiva River System, including water quality, water quantity, hydrology,
wetlands, and aquatic and wetland-dependent wildlife species, caused by any of the activities
regulated under this part.  Factors on which the widths of the protection zones shall be based shall
include, but not be limited to:



(a) The biological significance of the wetlands and uplands adjacent to the designated
watercourses in the Wekiva River System, including the nesting, feeding, breeding, and resting
needs of aquatic species and wetland-dependent wildlife species.

(b) The sensitivity of these species to disturbance, including the short-term and long-term
adaptability to disturbance of the more sensitive species, both migratory and resident.

(c) The susceptibility of these lands to erosion, including the slope, soils, runoff
characteristics, and vegetative cover.

In addition, the rules may establish permitting thresholds, permitting exemptions, or general
permits, if such thresholds, exemptions, or general permits do not allow significant adverse
impacts to the Wekiva River System to occur individually or cumulatively.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 120.60, the St. Johns River Water Management District
shall not issue any permit under this part within the Wekiva River Protection Area, as defined in s.
369.303(9), until the appropriate local government has provided written notification to the district
that the proposed activity is consistent with the local comprehensive plan and is in compliance
with any land development regulation in effect in the area where the development will take place.
The district may, however, inform any property owner who makes a request for such information
as to the location of the protection zone or zones on his or her property.  However, if a
development proposal is amended as the result of the review by the district, a permit may be
issued prior to the development proposal being returned, if necessary, to the local government for
additional review.

(3) Not later than March 1, 1991, the St. Johns River Water Management District shall develop
a groundwater basin resource availability inventory as provided in s. 373.0395 for the Wekiva
River Protection Area and shall establish minimum flows and minimum water levels for surface
watercourses in the Wekiva River System and minimum water levels for the groundwater in the
aquifer underlying the Wekiva Basin as depicted on the map entitled "Wekiva Basin, 4OC-41 "
which is on file at the offices of the St. Johns River Water Management District.

(4) Nothing in this section shall affect the authority of the water management districts created
by this chapter to adopt similar protection zones for other watercourses.

(5) Nothing in this section shall affect the authority of the water management districts created
by this chapter to decline to issue permits for development which have not been determined to be
consistent with local comprehensive plans or in compliance with land development regulations in
areas outside the Wekiva River Protection Area.

(6) Nothing in this section shall affect the authority of counties or municipalities to establish
setbacks from any surface waters or watercourses.

(7) The provisions of s. 373.617 are applicable to final actions of the St. Johns River Water
Management District with respect to a permit or permits issued pursuant to this section.


